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Question: 


What is the boundary between at-Tawalli and al-Muwalaat? And how to 
differentiate between the two? 


Answer: 


Tawalli to the Kufaar is Kufr Akbar [major kufr], and there is no Tafseel 
[explanation] in it. And it is of four types: 


1. at-Tawalli through Mahabbah [Loving] the Kufaar because of their religion. 


Like the one who loves the people of Democracy for the sake of Democracy, and 
loves the legislating parliamentarians, and loves the modernists and the nationalists 
and the likes of them, due to their goals and their beliefs. So this one is a Kaafir with 
the Kufr of at-Tawalli. He, The Most High, said: 


Agee Li aKa agd gis Cag das elagi agaaa elagi cyluailig agga IA Y gioi Gait Losi Ls 


O you who believe! Do not take the Jews and Christians as Awliya’. They are but 
Awltya’ of each other. And if any amongst you takes them as Awltya’, then surely he 
ts one of them.” [al-Maa'idah : 51] 


Because from the meanings of “Wali” is “Muhibb” [one who likes, loves]; This was 


said by Ibn al-Athar in “An-Nihayah” 5/228. 


2. at-Tawalli through Nusrah [Aid] and I’aanah [assistance]. 


So whosoever assists the Kufaar against the Muslims: W/uthaaharah [Assisting the 
Kufaar against the Muslims], then he is a Kaafir, Murtadd [apostate]. Like those 
who help the Christians and Jews against the Muslims today. He, The Most High, 


said: 
ages ils aio agi gis 09 cas elagi agira ebagi ylang agga (gi Y Igal aill gai bs 


O you who believe! Do not take the Jews and Christians as Awliya’. They are but 
Awltya’ of each other. And if any amongst you takes them as Awliya’, then surely he 
ts one of them.” [al-Maa'idah : 51] 


And whomsoever wants more explanation, let him go back to the book of Sheikh 
Nasir al-Fahd called “The Exposition Regarding the Disbelief of the one that assists 
the Americans,” because it is one of the best writings written on this subject. So let 
not the people of Irjaa’ play with you. 


3. at-Tawalli through Tahaaluf [alliance]. 


So whosoever allies himself with the Kufaar, and contracts an alliance to support 
them- even if the support does not actually take place- but he promises it, as well as 
to back them up, and he forms a contract and a pledge upon that — [then it is as] He, 
The Most High, said: 


Grated Yy aSa Gayl ala yA] Gi LS Jai Gos [98S Gd! agilgdY Gola IAL Gall! oll 3 ali 
aiya ail 98 Olg lati laai asad 


Have you not observed the hypocrites who say to their brothers (Ikhwaan), those who 
have dtsbelieved, among the people of the Scripture: (By Allah) If you are expelled, we 
too indeed will go out with you, and we shall never obey anyone against you; and if 


you are attacked (fought), we shall indeed help you.” [Al-Hashr: 11] 
And this pledge was given by the hypocrites to some of the Jews in Madinah. 
And al-Qaasim Ibn Salaam said in “A/-Ghartb” 3/142: 
Nog Salad flay as] 
“And the Halif [one who pledges loyalty] ts (also) called a Wali.” 


And Ibn Al-Athar said [similar words] in “An-Nihayah” 5/228. Like for example the 
alliances today to fight the Jihad and Mujahideen which they falsely named [a war] 


its ° yy 
on “Terrorism”. 


4. at-Tawalli through Muwaafaqah [agreement]. 


Like those who make Democracy as a way of ruling, just like the Kufaar; or makes 
parliaments, just like them; or legislative councils, or committees, or organizations; 
just like the actions of the Kufaar- then this one has made Tawalli to them. This is 
explained by the Imam’s of the Najdi Daw’ah best of explanations. They even 
published books that talk about those who agree with the Mushrikeen and Kufaar 
in their disbelief... Like Sheikh Sulaymaan ibn Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Abdul- 
Wahhab who published the book called: “The Evidences For The Ruling Regarding 
Alliance With The Infidels” and Sheikh Ahmad ibn ‘Ateeq published the book: “An- 
Najatu Wa’l Fikaak min Muwalat al-Murtadeen wa Ahblul al-Tshraak” 


And each of these four types of at-Tawalli, is Kufr within itself [expels from the fold 
of Islam], it does not matter what the person believes, unlike what is said by the 


People of Irjaa’. 


As for Muwaalaat [and this is more wide-ranging than Tawalli], then it is of two 


types: 


1. A type that is called Tawalli; and it is the types that we have mentioned 
previously. And sometimes it is termed, “al-Muwaalaat al-Kubraa” [The Major 
Muwaalaab], or “al-‘Uthma” [The Greater Muwaalaah], or “al-‘Aammah” [The 
General Muwaalaah], or “al-Mutlagqah” [The Absolute Muwaalaah] — and all 


these are synonymous to meaning of Tawalli. 


2. The Minor or Restricted Muwaalaah. And it is everything that glorifies the 
Kufaar; from honouring them, or letting them sit in front in the assemblies; or taking 
them as employees (instead of Muslims), and such things. So this is a disobedience 


and from the Kaba’ir sins [major sins]. He, The Most High, said: 
Saghls agal! GAL eligi asgues gas (gsi Y | gol Gall Leai bs 


O you who believe! Do not take My enemies and your enemies as Awliya’, showing 
affection towards them.” [Al-Mumtahinah: 1] 


So He labeled “showing affection” as Muwaalaat — and He did not declare them 
Kufaar due to it, rather He addressed them with the label of Imaan. 


And these Verses [al-Ma’idah: 51] were explained by ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 
radiyallahu ‘Anhu for taking a Christian as a scribe, when he rebuked Abu Musa al- 
Ash’ari [1]. And whomsoever wants a detailed explanation let him return to the 
book: “Awthaq Ura al-Iman” by Sheikh Sulaymaan ibn Abdullah ibn Muhammad 
ibn Abdul-Wahhab in “Majmuat at-Tawheeo". And “al-Muwallaat” by Sheikh Abdul- 
Latif ibn Abdur-Rahmaan in his Rislaalah that could be found in “Wajmoo’ ar-Rasa’il 
Wal Masai"... 


By Sheikh ‘Ali ibn Khudayr al-Khudayr may Allah hasten his release. 
Translated by Abu Yahya 


Original link: http:/Awww.tawhed.ws/r?i=oi0ei4uv 


Translators note: 


[1] The Hadith is narrated by Abu Musa Al-Ash’ari: “7 said to ‘Umar, “T have a scribe 
who is Christian.” ‘Umar replied, “What ts [wrong] with you? May Allah curse you 
[Qaatalak Allaah]! Have you not heard Allah’s saying: “O you who believe! Do not 
take the Jews and Christians as Awliya’. They are but Awltya’ of each other. And if 
any amongst you takes them as Awliya’, then surely he ts one of them.” Why do you 
not take a Hanif (Muslim) ?” Abu Musa then said, “O Commander of the Mu’minun! I 
only need him to write (for me), and his religion ts his (te. none of my budsiness).” So ‘Umar 
replied, “Allah has given them disgrace, so I Jo not respect them. I Jo not give them 


dignity, since tt is Allah that has humiliated them. I 00 not bring them close (to me), 
since it is Allah that has removed them to the furthest limit (from us).” [Narrated by 
Ibn Taymiya, and classified as “Sahih” by him also, on the authority of Imaam 
Ahmad, in “/gtidha’ As-Sirat Al-Mustagim” (50), and Al-Bayhaqi in “As-Sunan Al- 
Kubra” 10/127") 


